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HEAD LICE

Policy 2025

RATIONALE:

Head Lice can be a cause of concern and frustration for some parents, teachers and children. This
school policy is intended to outline roles, responsibilities and the expectations of the school
community to assist with treating and controlling head lice in a consistent and coordinated manner.

Whilst parents have the primary responsibility for the detection and treatment of head lice, our
school community will work in a cooperative and collaborative manner to assist all families to
manage head lice effectively.

It is the responsibility of parents/carers and families attending this school to:
e not send their children to school with untreated head lice.
e use safe treatment practices which do not place their child’s health at risk.
e regularly check for lice and eggs in the hair of their child and other household members.
e notify the school if their child is affected and when treatment has commenced.
e tie their child’s hair back if it is long.

Visual head lice check in schools:
There is no requirement for schools to undertake head lice inspection programs. However, if schools
wish to do so, they can conduct checks via visual checks only without physical contact:
e do not require parent or carer consent.
e are made by people authorised by the principal.
e Head lice inspections involving the physical examination of a student:
e are made by people authorised by the principal.
e require written parental consent, usually obtained at enrolment.
e Parent or carer consent:
e should be obtained prior to commencing any physical examination of a student.
e should be provided to parents/carers for completion as part of enrolment.
e must be updated when guardianship or custody arrangements change for the student.
e must be updated if parents/carers no longer wish to consent to inspections.

When a student is identified with live head lice schools must:
e if head lice is detected parents will be informed.
e exclude the student from school until the day after treatment has commenced, as set out in
the Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2019, School exclusion table.

Note 1: The principal has the overall responsibility to exclude a student from school.

Note 2: The presence of eggs in the hair is not a cause for exclusion (only live head lice).

Note 3: There is no requirement for a general practitioner or local council to issue a clearance
certificate for the child to return to school.


https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/head-lice-consent-form-template-405
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/infectious-diseases/school-exclusion-table

To support parents/carers and the broader school community to achieve a consistent,
collaborative approach to head lice management the school will:

alert parents or carers of an infestation, particularly the parents of other students in the
same class as the affected child or children.

use discretion to avoid identifying individuals when informing the school community about
an infestation.

accept the advice of parents that appropriate treatment has commenced on the child and
siblings.

be aware of difficulties some parents may encounter and seek extra support if required.
provide practical advice and maintain a sympathetic attitude and avoid stigmatising/blaming
families who are experiencing difficulty with control measures.

distribute up to date and accurate information on the detection, treatment and control of
head lice to parents and staff as required as recommended from the Victorian Health
Department.

continue to seek opportunities to increase our collective understanding of and response to
managing head lice.

Resources:
Better Health Channel: https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/
Department of Health: https://www.health.vic.gov.au/

The Department of Education and Early Childhood has guidelines that are published for all
Government schools found on their website.

EVALUATION:
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three-year review cycle.

This policy was last ratified by School Council in.... December 2025
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